
 

A criminal accusation is a life-shattering event that no one is ever prepared for. The astonishment and embarrassment of any criminal 

allegation places the accused and his family under destructive and gut-wrenching stress. In most state and federal jurisdictions, criminal 

penalties are exceptionally severe. Even a first-time offender is at risk of serving a long jail or prison term — especially in cases 

involving violent crimes, drug possession, or sex-offenses. 

 

If the government proves guilt and wins a verdict in a criminal trial, a convicted felon faces a lifetime of difficulties. Penalties extend far 

beyond prison and fines. The collateral damage of a criminal record is stigmatizing and frequently leaves felons shunned by family and 

friends. Rehabilitation is a difficult road where it is a constant struggle to find employment and recover the most basic rights after 

incarceration. 

 

When the police accuse you or someone you care about of a crime — no 

matter how minor or serious — seek the advice of an experienced 

criminal defense lawyer immediately. With your life at stake, speak with a 

legal professional who will fight for your statutory and constitutional rights 

and mitigate the damage to your reputation, your family, and your future. 

 

The Trend for Harsh Punishments 

Typically, most jurisdictions classify crimes as felonies, misdemeanors, or 

simple violations. Depending on the severity of the crime, penalties usually range from a fine or few days in jail to years in prison. 

Additionally, many states and the federal government still impose sentences of life in prison without parole (LWOP) and the death 

penalty for capital offenses. 

 

In addition to defining crimes, most criminal statutes also provide for harsh sentencing guidelines and punishments. Most dictate what 

the courts must impose and there is little room for leniency. In addition to jail, prison, fines, and probation, many courts have the 

authority to levy civil sanctions, especially in instances of drug convictions. A court can order a criminal defendant to: 

 Forfeit property 

 Dissolve a corporation 

 Lose a license or permit 

Every one of these sanctions has serious impacts on a defendant’s livelihood and ability to recover from a criminal conviction or 

accusation. 

 

Be Prepared 

Government prosecutors have vast resources to rely on when investigating and prosecuting crimes. A defendant’s best strategy to fight 

the authorities attempting to take away his rights and freedoms is an aggressive and practiced attorney. 

 

With knowledgeable understanding of the law and experience in the courts, a professional criminal attorney can build a strong defense. 

She will rely on witnesses and evidence, and can attack the government’s case by discovering and exploiting its weak points — even 

before a trial begins — to prove her client’s innocence. 

 

An experienced defense attorney familiar with precedent, court rules, and jury, evidence, and 

witness procedures can build a powerful defense by: 

 Using your rights to suppress confessions and statements or other evidence 

 Conducting a thorough investigation 

 Employing expert witnesses 

 Challenging lab results, witness credibility, and other forensics 

A proactive criminal attorney will develop a sound defense approach by sorting through the facts 

and questioning the allegations. She may even be able to have charges reduced or dropped prior to a trial. 

 

Mitigate Damage 

When a conviction seems inevitable, a trusted criminal defense lawyer may represent her client’s best interests and work with 

authorities to reduce sentences, fines, and post-conviction difficulties. With over 90% of all criminal cases resolved through plea 

bargains, an attorney can negotiate the best possible legal outcome for a defendant’s future. 

 

Consult an Attorney 

Police and prosecutors work around the clock to put every defendant behind bars for the longest time possible. Do not wait for a trial to 

start to consult a qualified and experienced criminal defense attorney. As soon as the police begin questioning and before prosecutors 

file charges, protect your rights, your family, and your future by calling a lawyer you can depend on to work for you. 

 


